
• Dent Removal
• Bumper Repair

• Scratch and Chip Removal
• Custom Painting

• Computer Paint Matching
• Minor Paint Repair

• Panel Blending
• Insurance Bids Welcome

• Free Estimates
• 15 years Experience

Paintless Dent Repair
with this coupon!

12

Sunset
Tree & Landscape
Year-round Service • Fully Insured

COMMERCIAL AND
RESIDENTIAL

COMPLETE PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Free Estimates

(937) 293-9655

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Edging • Lawn Application

Trimming • Weed Control • Aeration/Seeding

LANDSCAPE
Planting • Mulch/Seed/Sod • Bush Trimming

Weeding • Bed Installation
Landscape Design • Spring/Fall Clean-up

TREE SERVICE
Tree/Stump Removal • Firewood

Proper Pruning - Trees, Bushes, Hedges

Gutter Cleaning • Pressure Washing • Snow Removal

Since
1995

Residential • Commercial • Interior • Exterior • Bonded • Insured
Power Washing Service • Aluminum Siding Cleaned & Painted

Deck/Fence Refinishing • Mold & Mildew Removal
Expert Analysis of Previous Coatings

“Quality Is Our Priority”
Serving Oakwood for 30 years

Mike Kelly - Owner
224 Far Hills Avenue, Oakwood

Present coupon at time of
estimate & receive

any exterior paint job plus:

any exterior paint brand you choose

www.brixxicecompany.com

www.thecarolineonthesquare.com

www.meltingpot.com

www.thedockenon.com

CHOOSE FROM
OVER 25 OF DAYTON’S 
FINEST RESTAURANTS

INCLUDING...

www.mccormickandschmicks.com

SEPTEMBER 11 FROM 5:00PM11:00PM  
AT RiverScape. 

OVER 25 RESTAURANTS TO SAMPLE, & A WIDE
VARIETY OF BEERS AND WINES, INCLUDING AN 
EXCLUSIVE WINE TASTING FROM 5:30PM8:30PM  

“TAKE A SIP FOR SCHOLARSHIP”  
TICKETS ONLY $ 25 IN ADVANCE  

LIVE MUSIC FEATURING DERON BELL  
& SPUNGEWURTHY

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO PURCHASE TICKETS 
PLEASE VISIT, WWW.DINEOUTDAYTON.ORG

SPONSORED BY:

Kindergarten: ‘It’s not Kansas anymore’

MOMs Group 
coffee Sept. 17
 The MOMs Group of Oakwood 
will hold its annual new mem-
ber coffee on Thursday morning, 
Sept. 17 at 9:30 a.m. The coffee 
is open to all new and prospective 
members of the group and will 
be held at the home of Lauren 
Hemm, 147 Lookout Dr. Children 
are welcome to attend. MOMs 
Group activities throughout the 
year include monthly meetings 
hosting pertinent speakers, a 
weekly themed playgroup, field 
trips, MOMs Night Out, a book 
club and even a cooking club! For 
more information or to RSVP for 
the coffee, please contact Myra 
Mardis at mfmardis@yahoo.com 
or 937-648-7049.

 

The 8-30-09 Boston Globe head-
line and lead read, “Pressure-
cooker kindergarten:  A new 
emphasis on testing and test-
preparation--brought on by 
politicians, not early education 
experts--is hurting the young-
est students.”  An 8-24-09 Salt 
Lake Tribune headline said, 
“Kindergarten crunch: Lack of 
playtime killing joy of learning, 
say advocates.”
 Both articles written by 
reporters in two very different 
parts of our nation highlight a 
very real concern about a testing-
mania ignoring massive research 
data about how young children 
learn best.  “In many kinder-
garten classrooms there is no 
playtime. And standardized tests 
are now routine,” wrote Kristen 
Stewart in Utah.  Patti Hartigan 
in Boston wrote, “Five-year olds 
don’t learn by listening to a rote 
lesson, their bottoms on their 
chairs.  They learn through expe-

rience. They learn through play.”
 Both writers cite the ever-
increasing emphasis on “sit-still, 
paper-pencil testing” as pushed 
most recently by the No Child 
Left Behind law  since 2002 as a 
major factor.  Both decry what is 
increasingly becoming common 
as even very young children are 
being labeled as failures when, 
in reality, it is the actions of 
adults.  These adults, many are 
politicians, either do not know 
“diddly-squat” about how chil-
dren grow and learn best, or even 
worse, they ignore these facts in 
favor of a political ideology.
 “Recess has been truncated or 
has disappeared entirely in some 
schools, a double whammy, since 
children are stressed out by the 
new demands and also deprived 
of their major stress reliever,” 
wrote Hartigan.  Ms. Stewart 
wrote, “The best teachers strive 
for a healthy balance of child-
initiated play and teacher-guided, 
hands-on learning.”
 Our own Ohio Governor has 
made a strong recommendation 
for ALL schools to have ALL-
DAY kindergartens and the new-
est Ohio budget bill requires this 
for the future. That many low-
income, minority, and limited-
English children need this addi-

tional time and DO profit from it 
is well documented.  This would 
help reduce the achievement gaps 
that now exist.  HOWEVER, the 
new state budget contains NO 
dollars to pay for the new class-
rooms and new teachers that this 
requirement would require.
 For example our Oakwood 
schools might need to find at 
least four more classrooms  and 
hire at least three more teach-
ers.  Since the state is supporting 
Oakwood with many fewer dol-
lars this year than last, these new 
costs of hundreds of thousands 
of new dollars would have to 
come from our local taxpayers.  I 
fully support quality ALL-DAY 
K  because it allows teachers 
more time to achieve both the 
balance described above AND 
to teach the basic curriculum in 
appropriate ways.  
 BUT I do NOT support such 
unfunded mandates  that force 
local schools to find new dollars 
or to reduce other parts of the 
school program just in order to 
meet the new mandate from on 
high!   Kindergarten needs to be 
an appropriate place for young 
children to learn best, but not the 
politicians’ political tool without 
adequate funding as a founda-
tion.  What do you think?

Jim
Uphoff
Ed. D.

What’s Up
This Week!

Look On Our
Website at

www.
oakwoodregister

.com


