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Ambassador Charles A. Ford visits back home

By William H. Wild

Charles A. (Chuck) Ford remem-
bers that as a senior in Oakwood
High School in 1968 he won a
Dayton Council on World Affairs
scholarship for a trip to Spain. He
hardly realized it at the time, he says,
but it was the beginning of more than
30 years in international diplomacy

and commerce. Now he’s close to
retirement from public service and
expects to return to the private sector.

He was back in Oakwood recent-
ly to see family and friends before
heading back to Washington and final
weeks of service with the Commerce
and the State Departments. His moth-
er, Mrs. Wanda Ford, well known for

her service with the Oakwood Board
of Education, is in ill health and at
Bethany Lutheran Village.

He was U.S. ambassador to
Honduras 2005 to 2008 as that coun-
try began to suffer from regional
political instability and a president
seeking greater power on the model
of Venezuela’s Caesar Chavez.

Asked about the Honduran situation,
Ambassador Ford explained that he’s
not free to comment on U.S. policy
while still in government service.
He said it is important to know,
however, that Honduras is one of
the most pro-American countries in
Latin America.

“I went out to speak in many

cities and towns and was always
received warmly,” he said in a brief
interview while visiting at the home
of Tom Norwalk. “Honduras is a
very poor country, but its democratic
institutions helped the economy and
fostered an emerging middle class.”
Ambassador Ford is proud to have
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Bethany Village: The difference between
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retirement life and retirement living
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Bethany Village is where retirement living moves to the BMW « Lexus
[
beat of your own drummer. It's where you can stretch your Me;;cede; :%;lar
legs on early-morning walks around the lake or attend a ( orsche )
— Honda ¢ Audi

photography class. Where you can pursue your passions &
because you're free from daily concerns. Where you're still }
a vibrant member of the community. .. taking part in all that
you've grown accustomed to and still dancing to your tune.

Bethany Village

Graceworks Lutheran Services

937-436-6850

Rion, Rion & Rion * Serving Clients Continuously Since 1938

John H. Rion ¢ Jon Paul Rion

RION, RION, AND RION, L.P.A.,INC. Paul W. Rion (1905-1971) Founder
John H. Rion * Jon Paul Rion * Kevin Lennen - Matt Barbato
Nicole Rutter-Hirth - Jason Walker

At Bethany, retirement living is living fully. And with our
range of residential choices, you can be confident that your

new home will meet your needs through the years.

Live your life...call for an appointment today.
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6443 Bethany Village Drive
Dayton, OH
www.BethanyLutheranVillage.org

Griminal Defense

Domestic Relations
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OHIO SUPER LAWYERS

JOHN H. RION and
JON PAUL RION have again
been selected to be among
Ohio’s Super Lawyers.
Sharing this honor as father
and son is something of
great value, and RION,
RION & RION, L.P.A., Inc.
is once again proud to
announce this honor.

937-223-9133
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SATURDAY

OcCTOBER 10™
5to 11 pm
Music by Gebhard Erler

%3 admission
FREE to college students with valid ID and active Military with ID

Several Oktoberfest Beers on Tap!
Brats, Metts, Hot Dogs, Schnitzel, Cabbage Rolls,
Potato Salad, Sauerkraut, Desserts available for purchase.

1400 EAST FIFTH STREET « DAYTON, OH, 45402
www.daytongermanclub.org




